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of the summit of Mount Everest was the supreme
object of the Expedition and all other objects
subsidiary to that. Climbing the mountain was
no mere sensationalism. It was testing the cap-
acity of man. If he could pass the test of climb-
ing the highest mountain he would feel himself
capable of climbing every other peak that did not
present insuperable physical obstacles ; and the
range of geographers would be extended into
new and unexplored regions of the earth.
As to the map : that would follow right enough.
Let it be known that we were out on a great
adventure, and map-makers, geologists, naturalists,
botanists and all the rest would come flocking
in. That was the view put before the Society
and which the Society adopted.
Concurrently with collecting the money the
Mount Everest Committee concerned itself with
collecting the men and purchasing the equip-
ment and stores. And the composition of the
party was determined by the primary object
with which the first Expedition would be dis-
patched ; and that object was reconnaissance.
For it must be explained that up till now little
was known of the mountain itself. Its position
and height had been determined by observations
made from stations in the plains of India more
than a hundred miles away. But from the
plains only the tip of it can be seen. A little
more can be seen from the neighbourhood of
Darjiling, but even then only at a distance of